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Desert kites served as large game traps and are very common in the arid expanses of the Middle East. There
are large and complex stone-built kites in Saudi Arabia, east Jordan, Syria, Armenia and the Ustyurt Plateau.
In Jordan and the Ustyurt Plateau they form chains, up to tens of kilometers long. These massive construction
projects enabled mass hunting in the past, and there are accounts of travelers describing such events until the
beginning of the 20" century. Mass hunting events appear to have caused dramatic decrease in the size of the
seasonally-migrating ungulate herds, and perhaps even the extinction of local populations. On the other side of
the scale are the 57 small and isolated kites of the Negev and Sinai. They are commonly located on the ancient
trails and routes of herds once living in the area (gazelles, onagers and oryx). The Nahal Eshel kite was found
by Uzi Avner and is located in the central Negev. The guiding walls of the kite open to the west, a grazing area,
and lead like a funnel to a steep slope descending to the east. The pit at the head of the kite is built at the bottom
of natural steep steps. The kite was excavated in spring 2021, and we focused on two trenches in the head’s
pit and behind one of the guiding walls where it crosses a small channel. We found a few flints, including a
scraper and a pointed tool. The two are common in cultures of the 5"—3" millennia BCE. We obtained OSL
dates of about 7,700—7,500 years BP from one of the trenches and the section behind the guiding wall. These
are the oldest dates of any kite in the Negev. The paper presents the Nahal Eshel kite and its contribution to the
understanding of desert kites in the Negev and Sinai.
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